
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
City of Madison 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

December 19th, 2022 

Call to Order: Mayor Paul Dean called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Council members present: Earl 
Murphy, Jody Thomas, Jennifer Boles and Daryl May.  

City Employees Present: City Clerk, Victoria Stewart. Deputy Clerk, Cassondra Jordan. City Treasurer, 
Michael Bartlow.  

Public: Kim Gaines with The Eureka Herald, Chelsea Williams, Brandon Williams, Matthew Knobloch, 
Randy Harris, Cindy Robison and Mimi (last name omitted on Zoom).  

Approval of Agenda: Jennifer made the first motion of approval. Jody seconded. Motion carried 4-0.   

Pledge of Allegiance: Paul Dean led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Approval of Minutes – December 5th, 2022 Regular Meeting: Daryl made the first motion. Jody 
seconded. Motion carried 4-0.  

Approval of Accounts Payable: Jody made the first motion of approval. Daryl seconded. Motion carried 
4-0. 

Open Forum: Kim Gaines approached the council as chairperson of the library board. She informed the 
city council that the library board has adopted three new policies, which includes children under eight 
needing to be accompanied by an adult at the library. Also included was disciplinary action policies and 
an update to their internet policies. Jennifer made the first motion to approve the new and updated 
policies. Jody seconded. Motion carried 4-0. Kim also notified the council that they accepted Bekah Selby-
Leach as a new member of the library board. Jennifer made the first motion to accept. Jody seconded. 
Motion carried 4-0.  

Matthew Knobloch approached the council on behalf of the volunteer fire department. He expressed 
concerns of the water flow rates from the fire hydrants. He stated that many of the fire hydrants have a 
low fire flow, which could be due to the water main, service pipes, and the fire hydrants themselves. He 
also suggested adopting a fire code for downtown, as there are many new businesses opening. The council 
thanked him for his time and his expertise and stated that they will be working on replacing some lines 
on the north side of town and will also be installing new fire hydrants that the city has already purchased.  

Clerk and Treasurer Reports:  Michael Bartlow provided the November 2022 Financial Report. He started 
by informing the council that the cash balance was at $80,000.00, about $20,000.00 lower than this time 
last year. He also mentioned that trash rates will need to be reviewed, and the budget authority raised 
due to spending between regular trash service, roll-off carts, and recycling costs. It was discussed that the 
council can visit with the city’s auditors during their 2021 audit report to decide on rate changes for 
garbage service charges to customers, as the city is now losing too much money with the current rates.  

Reports from the Governing Body: The council reviewed a proposal from Schwab-Eaton to provide 
engineering assistance as requested for improvements and repairs to 3rd street, McKinley street, and 
Grant street. The agreement would be an hourly rate not to exceed a total amount of $6,000.00. 
Excluded on the contract was design engineering, so the council asked the city clerk to clarify what they 



would charge for specifications. Earl made the first motion to approve the contract. Jody seconded. 
Motion carried 4-0.  

Daryl made the first motion to approve a drinking establishment liquor license at The Ranch. Jennifer 
seconded. Motion carried 4-0.  

The Council reviewed bids for the demolition of 202 Garfield. Knobloch Excavating provided a bid in the 
amount of $5,000.00. Leiser Excavating LLC provided a bid in the amount of $4,800.00. Earl made the 
first motion to accept Leiser’s bid for $4,800.00. Jody seconded. Motion carried 4-0.  

The Council discussed the vacant council seat and appointment. Jody made the first motion to appoint 
Bekah Selby-Leach. Daryl seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0. Brandon Williams was thanked by 
the Council for his interest in the position. Paul clarified that Bekah could not serve on both the library 
board and the city council, and she would need to choose. If Bekah chooses to serve on the library 
board, Brandon would be appointed. The Council stated that they thought Bekah would be a good fit 
due to her knowledge in grant writing and economics.  

The council also discussed meeting with APAC for street work next year and assigning council members 
to specific areas of city business to focus on during their terms.  

Adjournment: Jennifer made the first motion. Jody seconded. Motion carried 4-0. 


